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Statement of Government Policy: 
Land Policy and Development Objectives for 2011-12 

 

Background 
In July 2011 Cabinet agreed to new governance arrangements for the Economic 

Development Portfolio which include the following: 

• A Statement of Governance Arrangements for the Land Development Agency (LDA); 

• An Annual Statement of Government Policy incorporating objectives and deliverables 

for the Land Development Agency (LDA) to be considered by Cabinet in November 

each year; 

• A draft Statement of Intent from the LDA to be provided to Government by mid 

February each year in order to finalise by the end of March each year and release 

alongside the Land Release Program; and 

• A Memorandum of Understanding between Economic Development Directorate and 

LDA (represented by the Governing Board of LDA) to operationalise arrangements 

and detail how LDA’s ‘non-decision making’ administrative functions will be 

consolidated and co-located with EDD to improve efficiency and effectiveness. 

The Director-General of Economic Development Directorate (EDD) was tasked by Cabinet to 

work with the governing board of the LDA, the Head of Service, and Treasury Directorate 

(with advice from the Government Solicitor) to prepare the Statement of Governance 

Arrangements.  As part of these deliberations the LDA Board proposed that for the 2011-12 

year, a Statement of Government Policy be provided in September/October 2011.  Although 

LDA’s Statement of Intent for 2011-12 has already been completed this was agreed to, in 

order to provide additional clarity and accountability.  

 

Statement of Government Policy 
The key objectives are to: 

• Contribute to the delivery of the Government’s key policies and priorities related to 

affordable housing, sustainability and climate change; 

• Ensure an adequate supply of residential land to meet market demand and develop 

an inventory of serviced land  

• Improve inter directorate coordination to facilitate the efficient delivery of a serviced 

land inventory, including land in the residential, commercial, industrial and 

community sectors; 
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• Operate efficiently in a commercial market and provide agreed returns to the 

Territory on its investment in the agency; 

• Ensure that key commercial decisions on land in the ACT are made with due 

consideration to the sustainability of the Territory (that is by balancing economic, 

social and environmental factors); 

• Improve  community engagement processes for high profile redevelopments; and 

• Support the efficiency and effectiveness of the Economic Development Portfolio 

through effective and strategic working relationships, and by facilitating the 

consolidation and collocation of LDA resources and systems with those of EDD. 

The key deliverables are to: 

• Deliver the Government’s agreed Indicative Land Release Programs in the residential, 

commercial, industrial and community sectors;    

• Provide a variety of land and housing options that set benchmarks for quality and 

timeliness in sustainable building and design;  

• Provide timely support for direct sales of land by the Government; and,   

• Deliver quality and sustainable developments including, public realm and community 

development. 
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