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Executive Summary

The Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy will guide the reuse and ad-
aptation of the Canberra Brickworks as well as the planning and development of associated lands.

The Strategy applies to land located in Yarralumla bounded by the suburban edge of Yarralumla to the 
east; Deakin to the southeast; Cotter Road to the south, and the Royal Canberra Golf Club to the north 
and west. 

Infi ll and urban renewal are key strategies for sustainable population growth in the ACT.  

KEY PRINCIPLES OF THE STRATEGY

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY

Creation of a vibrant new community on the edge of existing Yarralumla.

TRANSIT ORIENTED DESIGN 

Principles of Transit Oriented Design underpin the layout and provide excellent access to improved public 
transport.

WALKABLE  STREETS

Urban walkable streets build on and extend the character of Yarralumla and provide generous pedes-
trian connections to the existing streets and facilities.

SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability principles are fully incorporated into both the public domain and design of urban form. 

HOUSING CHOICE

A range of potential housing types will provide diversity and choices for a future population.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION

The signifi cant heritage values of the Canberra Brickworks, its quarry and curtilage are fully respected and 

made accessible to the public; 

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Improves linkages in the regional open space network and provides high-quality parks suitable for active 
and passive recreation.

KEY FEATURES OF THE STRATEGY

Restoration of the Canberra Brickworks to create a major new destination in Canberra.

Quarry Park will be a high-quality urban park incorporating water sensitive urban design, footpaths, 
pedestrian bridges, playgrounds and public art.

Westridge Park will be a forested park with playgrounds, informal play areas and intimate picnic 
spaces.

A variety of housing types, scales and forms are provided to suit the diverse demographic of inner 
Canberra. 

The street plan builds on the existing street patterns of Yarralumla to create a rational, well connected 
and walkable framework for the urban layout.

The proposed street network connects and extends existing pedestrian and cycle routes. 

The Dunrossil Drive axis is extended to give a new formal approach and entry from Cotter Road to the 
Governor General’s residence. 

Public parks and pedestrian linkages through the Canberra Brickworks estate and beyond to Lake 
Burley Griffi n, the Inner Hills and existing suburban areas. 

Connects into a regional and local transport network and promotes use of public transport. 

For the fi rst time the Canberra Brickworks is made part of inner Canberra, rather than a place apart.
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Background1
1.1 Purpose 

This Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development 
Strategy (‘The Strategy’) has been prepared to guide the reuse and 
adaptation of the Canberra Brickworks, as well as the planning and 
development of associated lands. 

The Strategy provides a strategic framework for land use consistent with 
the objectives and principles  outlined in both the National Capital Plan 
and the Territory Plan.

1.2 Land Covered by the Strategy

The Strategy relates to land indicated in Figure 1 as the ‘study area’. 

The ‘study area’ is bounded by: 

• the suburban edge of Yarralumla to the east;

• Deakin to the southeast;

• North Curtin Horse Paddock to the south; and

• Royal Canberra Golf Club to the north and west.

The study area incorporates some of Canberra’s major road infrastruc-
ture corridors, including Cotter Road, Yarra Glen and Adelaide Avenue.  

1.3  The Brickworks

The Canberra Brickworks was operational from 1913 to 1976 and is of 
historical signifi cance at a State and Territory level as the fi rst industrial 
manufacturing facility within the ACT.  

The site had an integral role in providing the base material used in the 
construction of the early buildings in Canberra such as Old Parliament 
House, Hotel Canberra, East Block and the Hotel Kurrajong.

The Canberra Brickworks is one of a small group of remnant industrial 
and engineering heritage places that were built to facilitate the initial 
development of Canberra, with the other key sites being the Cotter 
Dam and Pumping Station and the Kingston Power House. 

The Canberra Brickworks and associated quarry are currently not 
opened for public access due to the current condition of the buildings.

1.4 Heritage Listings and Controls

Register of the National Estate

Canberra Brickworks (Place ID 13318) was included in the Register 
of the National Estate as a registered place in 1982. The ‘Yarralumla 
Brickpits’ was also registered at this time (ID 13319). The 1982 citation 
for the brickworks was amended in 1999 and subsequently re-listed as 
Yarralumla Brickworks Extended Area (Place ID 101439). Since February 
2012 the Register of the National Estate has ceased to exist as a 
‘register’ and there are no statutory requirements relating to Canberra 
Brickworks as a consequence of these listings.

ACT Heritage Register

The Canberra Brickworks (Block 1 Section 102) and the Yarralumla 
Brickworks Railway Remnants (Part Blocks 7 & 20 Section 102 and part 
Block 1 Section 127 Yarralumla) are both included in the ACT Heritage 
Register.

In 2010 the Canberra Brickworks Denman Street, Yarralumla, Canberra 
Conservation Management Plan was prepared to guide future 
management of the Canberra Brickworks and protect signfi cant 
heritage objects and values.  The Strategy is consistent with the 
Conservation Management Plan. 

1.5 Previous Attempts to Redevelop the Canberra Brickworks

Since the late 1970s there have been a number of different attempts 
by Government and the private sector to redevelop the Canberra 
Brickworks.  Most of these proposals included restoration of the 
Brickworks, the provision of retail and offi ce space, and the inclusion of 
medium-density housing. With previous attempts unsuccessful in 2010 
the Land Development Agency became involved in the conservation 
and redevelopment of the Brickworks and began a comprehensive 
consultation process to obtain the community’s views on the future use 
of the site.

1.6 Community Consultation

Consultation with the community commenced in March 2010 and was 
formally completed in February 2011.  The process included:

• Key Stakeholder interviews;

• Three Community Conversation Workshops held in May 2010, June
2010 and August 2010;

• A Community Information and Feedback Session in December
2010;

Figure 1 - Land to which this plan applies

• A project newsletter published at regular intervals;

• A project website;

• Telephone surveys conducted at commencement and conclusion
of the planning process in order to canvas localised and wider
community feedback; and

• 6 meetings of the Project Reference Group including two meetings
in February 2011 to progress the design for the park areas. This
group comprised members of local community and wider
Canberra interests in design, health, and planning.

1.7 Preparation of the Strategy

Following the community consultation process the Strategy was 
prepared for the Land Development Agency (LDA) by Hill Thalis 
Architecture + Urban Projects with Jane Irwin Landscape Architecture 
(JILA).

The Strategy has been developed with the assistance of the following 
consultants:

Heritage Lovell Chen Architecture and Heritage  
Consultants 

Civil and Traffi c Snowy Mountains Engineering Corporation  
(SMEC) 

Transport  Aecom 

Economic Sphere 

Physical Model ModelCraft 

Digital Model Atelier Illume 

Ecology  Alison Rowell

Arborist DSB Landscape Architects 

Surveyors Landdata 

Consultation  Elton Consulting 



Prepared by Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects with Jane Irwin Landscape Architecture 
for the Land Development Agency - September 2013

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy

 Page 5

Canberra Context2.1
i) World Cities Comparison
As a modern capital, Canberra ranks highly in a world grouping 
of political capitals with high livability*.  The quality of the urban 
environment contributes to the quality of life for its citizens, and  
is paramount to the long term success of the city. It is this urban 
environment that attracts residents whose background and industry 
may be outside the core focus of National Politics and bureaucracy, 
contributing to diversity in the city.

• Wellington, Canberra’s closest geographic Capital city is
situated in central New Zealand. Unlike Canberra, Wellington
has a coastal climate with challenging topography that has
shaped the urban form in a somewhat dense manner, with
vibrant centres and streets, and a closely linked grouping of
administrative elements.

• Wellington’s urban area covers a total of 107sq km, two- 
thirds less than that of Canberra.

• Geneve Canton, whilst not the Swiss National Capital, is a
European Union and United Nations Capital, with high global
prominence. Similar to Canberra, Geneve is sited on a lake
surrounded by mountainous terrain. Geneve, however,  boasts
a population of 474,169 inhabitants in an area 89% the size of
Canberra.		This	compact	city	is	highly	accessible	with	justified
high frequency urban transport networks and low rates of car
ownership and greenhouse-gas output.

* Mercer Survey - Quality of living worldwide city rankings 2012.

Genève

474,169 Residents
(132% of Canberra)

282 sq km in area
(89% of Canberra)

Canberra

357,222 Residents
(2011 Census)

314 sq km in area

Wellington

487,700 Residents
(136% of Canberra)

107 sq km in area
(34% of Canberra)
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Canberra Context2.1
ii) Canberra’s Urban Form
From the original concept of compact planning around Lake Burley 
Griffi n, hugged by forested hills, Canberra’s urban footprint has 
expanded since WWII ever closer to the boundaries of the Australian 
Capital Territory (ACT). Strategic infi ll will need to be a key strategy 
for sustainable population growth in our nation’s Capital.

With almost 50% more people are expected to live in Canberra by 
2050 housing them in a sustainable manner close to high amenity 
environments is a challenge.

Residential development in Canberra is currently characterised by 
the following conditions:

• It is the most car-dependent capital city in Australia;

• The current population density of 560 people per square
kilometre is only half the density of Melbourne, and a third of the
density of Sydney;

• Public transport is under-utlized; and

• Some residents face long travel times to key employment nodes
in Civic, the Parliamentary Triangle and Russell.

In 2012 the ACT Government lauched the ACT Planning Strategy to 
guide future city development.  One key feature of the ACT Planning 
Strategy is to establish a more compact, sustainable city that uses its 
resources and infrastructure more effi ciently. This includes residential 
intensifi cation around Civic, town and group centres, as well as 
a number of inter-town rapid transit corridors.  The Brickworks and 
Environs site is one of the best infi ll opportunities available in the city.

Planning and development in Canberra is controlled by two 
separate and distinct authorities.  The Commonwealth Government, 
under the National Capital Authority (NCA), administers key sites of 
national signifi cance. This area is collectively known as the Central 
National Area and is bound loosely by the Inner Hills; Capital Hill and 
the Parliamentary Triangle, Government House, Lake Burley Griffi n 
and the foreshore, and the Canberra Airport. 

The ACT government, through the Environment and Sustainable 
Development Directorate (ESDD), undertakes Canberra’s planning 
outside the Central National Area.  

Development within the study area will require consent from both 
the NCA and ESDD.
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Canberra Context2.1
iii) The National Capital Plan
The National Capital Plan ensures that Canberra and the Territory 
are planned and developed in accordance with their national 
signifi cance. 

• Key elements of national signifi cance   include the conservation 
and enhancement of the landscape features which give the 
National Capital its character and setting; respect for the key 
elements of Walter Burley Griffi n’s formally adopted plan for  
Canberra; and the creation, conservation and enhancement of 
fi tting sites, approaches and backdrops for national institutions  
and ceremonies as well as National Capital Uses.

• The National Capital Plan includes “Lake Burley Griffi n and its
foreshores ; the Parliamentary Zone; the balance of Central
National Area adjoining the Lake and the Zone; and extending
from the foot of Black Mountain to the airport; the Inner Hills
which form the setting of the Central National Area (and) the
main avenues and approach routes between the ACT border
and the Central National Area” (National Capital Plan, p.33).

• The Central National Area, within the National Capital Plan,
“includes the Parliamentary Zone and its setting; Lake Burley
Griffi n and foreshores; the Australian National University; the
Australian Defence Force Academy, Duntroon; Campbell Park
and Canberra Airport/RAAF Base Fairbairn.  Also included are
diplomatic lands at Yarralumla, O’Malley, West Deakin and Red
Hill (National Capital Plan p. 42).

• Dunrossil Drive and Cotter Road are within the Central National
Area.

• Special requirements for main avenues under the National
Capital Plan also apply to Adelaide Avenue.

• The National Capital Plan ensures key relationships to the
Parliamentary Zone by guiding urban design, built form and the
like. The National Capital Plan is administered by the National
Capital Authority.

• The approval of the National Capital Authority will be required
for any development work that occurs within the Central
National Area.
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Canberra Context2.1
iv) The Territory Plan
The Territory Plan is the key statutory planning document in the ACT, 
providing the policy framework for the administration of planning 
in the Territory.  It must not be inconsistent with the National Capital 
Plan.

• The ACT Government, through the Environment and Sustainable 
Development Directorate, administers the Territory Plan.

• The Territory Plan sets out zones and precincts in the ACT, outlines 
the objectives and development tables that apply to each 
zone, and also includes a series of general, development and 
precinct codes.

• Development in the ACT must be in accordance with the 
Territory Plan.

• At present the following zones apply to the study area: 

• CZ6  Leisure and Accommodation;
• RZ1  Residential and Suburban;
• PRZ1 Urban Open Space;
• PRZ2  Restricted Access Recreation;
• CFZ  Community Facility; and
• TSZ1  Transport.

Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate - The Territory Plan
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v) Regional Context
Yarralumla has a rich landscape setting, with an arc of green space 
enclosing the suburb from the southwest to the Lake’s edge in the 
north.  This setting is reinforced by the overlapping hills and ridges of 
the Inner Hills that defi ne the city edge, and in the distance, by the 
mountains of the Namadgi National Park. 

• The Inner Hills form part of the National Capital Open Space
System. They are symbolic landscape elements in the National
Capital Plan, that reinforce the defi ned land, water and
municipal axes. These lands surround and frame the urban areas
of Canberra and provide the dominant backdrop to the city.
The Inner Hills are supplemented by the landscape spaces of the
extended Walter Burley Griffi n Open Space System.

• Yarralumla is well provided with local open space, including
sport fi elds, urban open space, and green corridors supporting
pedestrian networks through the suburb and to Lake Burley
Griffi n.

• Yarralumla also include a number of regional attractions such
as the foreshores of Lake Burley Griffi n, Weston Park, Stirling Park,
Lennox Gardens and the Royal Canberra Golf Club.

• To the north and west of the site the Westbourne Woods extend
as a remnant landscape preserved within the grounds of the
Commonwealth Scientifi c and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO), the Royal Canberra Golf Club, and Yarralumla Nursery
on the lake shore. Westbourne Woods began as an arboretum,
established in 1913 by Thomas Charles George Weston in order
to assess the viability of tree species for the Canberra Region.
The area covers nearly 120 hectares, and is bounded by
Yarralumla Brickworks, Government House, Yarralumla Nursery,
Lake Burley Griffi n and the CSIRO Division of Forestry and Forest
Products.  The Woods have been nominated to the interim ACT
Heritage Registry.

Canberra Context2.1
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Canberra Context2.1
vi) Centres and Services
Signifi cant elements of the Griffi n Plan were largely realised up to the 
1950’s, particularly the development of vibrant centres within close 
proximity to Civic and Capital Hill. These centres include Manuka, 
Kingston, Yarralumla, Deakin and the Australian National University.

• These centres feature legible, connective street networks
with walkable urban blocks prefaced on the axial planning
suggested in the Griffi n’s Plan.

• Centres to the east of Capital Hill have a spatial logic and
density providing highly walkable and connective centres.

• Local employment and services are consolidated in these
centres offering multiple user-destinations. These centres, in most
cases, are 800 - 1000 m apart, or a 10 - 12 minute walk.

The study area offers potential to link the existing Yarralumla street 
network to the surrounding suburbs, and to include new sites for 
services that are either not offered in the immediate area, or are 
outside a reasonable walking distance.
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Canberra Context2.1
vii) National Signifi cance
The placement and grouping of nationally signifi cant buildings 
reinforces the decisive urban structure of central Canberra.

• The presence of monumental buildings is reinforced by their
placement at the end of axes, or, at Parkes, in the formal
landscape fronting Lake Burley Griffi n.

• Public buildings on important streets are designed both as
street edge buildings and as objects in a distinctive landscaped
setting. Parkes and Barton feature many such large footprint
government buildings.

• Groupings of street fronting public buildings can also be seen in
Civic, and in Woden to the south. These settings feature tighter
blocks with buildings in a denser urban context.

• Nearer the site, both the Royal Australian Mint and Government
House are of national signifi cance. The monumental scale of The
Mint and the landscape it commands establishes its presence
from the edges of both Curtin and Yarralumla.

• Within the study area the junction between Cotter Road and
Dunrossil Drive diminishes the approach route to Government
House, thereby reducing the impact of this building within its
wider landscape setting.
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Local Context2.2
i) The Griffi n Plan
Griffi n’s early plans proposed Yarralumla as a concentrically 
planned residential suburb to receive the Adelaide Avenue axis, 
but this project was only partially realised.  

• A segment of the inner circuit can be seen in the street 
pattern in  northwest Deakin, and the vestiges of its northern 
component can be seen in Yarralumla. Elements that have 
been completed in accordance with the original plan are 
considered some of the most successful urban layouts in the 
precinct.

• Adelaide Avenue was shifted from its original alignment, which 
would have carried the view corridor from Capital Hill through 
the existing low country to the hills beyond. The current kinked 
alignment reduces the impact of the view corridor and dilutes 
the impact of this axis.

NOTE 
Analysis is based on the 1918 Griffi n Plan, the last plan to be 
revised under Griffi n as Federal Capital Director of Design and 
Construction.

Elements of the Griffi n plan realised are highlighted in green.

‘Commonwealth of Australia Federal Capital Competition, City and 
Environs’ -Griffi n, 1911. From Canberra Following Griffi n, Paul Reid, National 
Archives of Australia 2002.
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YARRALUMLA

• Yarralumla generally has a connected rational pattern with
the exception of the newer areas immediately surrounding the
Brickworks; - eg the battleaxe or internalised blocks off Lane -
Poole Place, Woolls Street and Schomburgk Street.

• Following the original Griffi n Plan, Novar Street is the urban spine
of Yarralumla with a visual axis to Black Mountain.

• The centrally located walkable urban blocks of Yarralumla
feature wide street reservations and generous, continuous street
plantings.

• Bentham Street makes a short walk possible from Yarralumla
shops to the edge of the Brickworks site.

DEAKIN

• Elements of the Deakin street network form a connective pattern
with reasonably proportioned block dimensions.

WEST DEAKIN

• West Deakin features an edge street to the Royal Australian Mint
Oval, however it lacks a fi ne grain street network.

• Oversized urban blocks and cul-de-sacs promote car use at the
expense of walkability.

• The western interface to Yarra Glen lacks defi nition and presents
a strong visual and physical barrier.

CURTIN

• Predicated on dominance of the car, the street hierarchy limits
pedestrian amenity and permeability.

• Some elements on the perimeter of Curtin allow for pedestrian
permeability on the northern edge.

Local Context2.2
ii) Street Pattern
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Local Context2.2
iii) Connectivity 
The suburbs of Yarralumla, Curtin and Deakin are separated from 
each other by major roads.  The urban form thus becomes a series 
of discreet places rather than a continuously connected urban 
network.   

• To the southeast of the study area, Cotter Road and Yarra Glen 
merge in a motorway-style grade separated junction allowing 
traffi c to converge at high speed. The lack of provision for 
pedestrians and the wide roadway result in reduced pedestrian 
safety and accessibility.

• The Cotter Road and Adelaide Avenue interface isolates 
Yarralumla from Deakin and Curtin, preventing easy movement 
between the adjacent suburbs. 

• The major roads prevent local street networks from continuing 
between suburbs in a legible or connective manner.

Major roads prevent uninterrupted passage and clear movement 
through a network of green corridors between Yarralumla and 
Curtin.  The study area  can be a key connective element that links a 
number of large and signfi cant areas that exist in the regional open 
space network.
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Local Context2.2
iv) Urban Character
Yarralumla and Deakin are busy Local Centres with mature tree 
lined streets connecting into the surrounding suburbs Curtin is a 
modest Group Centre with a predominantly inward focused com-
mercial/retail core to a pedestrian plaza.

Yarralumla has a suburban character of wide tree lined streets and 
relatively large residential blocks.

Yarralumla’s centre is comprised of small local retailers and includes 
a small supermarket. Novar Street can be seen above, with its es-
tablished trees west of the centre.

Deakin is a larger Local Centre with higher built form along the 
Adelaide Avenue address, commercial heath/gym facilities and 
licensed social club.

West Deakin has large blocks with few streets, and large building 
footprints up to 8 storeys in height.

Source: Bing aerial imagery, www.bing.com
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Local Context 2.2
v) Landscape Context
Yarralumla is well provided with local open space, including sporting 
fi elds, parks, institute grounds and public reserves, connected by 
green pedestrian corridors.

• These landscapes have natural and cultural origins, and offer
varying degrees of recreation and leisure amenity.  The Inner
Hills and lakefront open spaces support public recreation
on National Capital Authority designated land; while the
landscapes of Government House, the Royal Canberra Golf
Course and the Curtin Horse Paddocks have controlled public
access.

• Parts of the study area and CSIRO facilities are not dedicated
open space, but contribute to the quantum of recreation and
green space, and are informally used by residents for walking.
The Canberra Brickworks and quarry is closed to the public.

• The study area is within Territory land, surrounded by public
and private property with a variety of landscape types
that create a generous green setting. Privately leased land
includes recreational facilities that contribute to the landscape
character, but have controlled public access; and

• The site also contains links to features of the National Capital
Open Space System, including the Inner Hills, Ridges and Buffers,
recreation areas and the Lake Burley Griffi n Lands.

All these landscape spaces contribute to the continuum of green 
spaces that visually unites the city and countryside.  The fenced area 
of the Brickworks and quarry create a physical barrier at the edge of 
Yarralumla.
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Local Context2.2
vi) Historical Context

c1914 - Looking west towards the Brickworks. (ACT Heritage 
Images identifi ed this photo as 1916, which is after completion of 
construction of the Staffordshire Kiln.) Source: as below.

1953 - Looking north-west towards the Brickworks.
Source: ACT Heritage Register www.cmd.act.gov.au/heritage/act_heritage_
register

These photographs illustrate the Brickworks site and its context 
over time. The Brickworks operations became progressively more 
contained as land use patterns of adjoining sites evolved.   

1. The study area was a Brickworks from 1913 and was
gazetted in July 1912, two months after the
Griffi n Plan for Canberra was awarded fi rst prize.
Construction of the fi rst kiln was completed in 1915.

2. Elms and Robinias along Dunrossil Drive were planted to form
an avenue in 1918. The positioning of Dunrossil Drive does not
correspond with the streets anticpated by the 1918
Griffi n Plan.

3. Clianthus Circle - an element of the original Griffi n Plan.

4. The main access to the Brickworks is from the end of
Denman Street. Uriarra Road is visible, bisected.

5. 1913-1918 (Weston) and 1949 (Pryor) - arboretum and test
plantings for Canberra trees; 1949 land cleared for the Royal
Canberra Golf Course fairways.

6. Westbourne Circuit plantings from the Griffi n Plan
(appearing on an aerial photo in 1950).

7. 1949 - current - Royal Canberra Golf Course.

8. Yarralumla shops and Bentham Street.

Source: Historic Aerial Photography (all) - ACT Planning and Land Authority Approximate location of Uriarra Road
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Site Context2.3
i) Site History
These photographs compare the Brickworks site at the same scale 
over time. In response to changing functional requirements parts of 
the site have had different uses over time, with numerous buildings 
being demolished or substantially added to. 

• The most coherent ensemble of buildings and spaces are the 
four roofed kiln buildings complemented by the spine of service 
buildings along their east side.

• As the location of the Brickworks in 1913 did not correspond 
to the winning entry for the design of Canberra, the Griffi ns’ 
subsequent refi nements to the plan attempted to integrate the 
Brickworks with the city plan. 

Reference :
Canberra Brickworks Conservation Policy and Management Plan - 
Lovell Chen, 2010

1921Brickworks quarry

1926 Kiln No. 2 cross-section

1985 Shortlived reuse of the Brickworks as markets.
Source: ACT Heritage Register www.cmd.act.gov.au/heritage/act_
heritage_registerSource: Historic Aerial Photography (all) - ACT Planning and Land Authority
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Site Context2.3
ii) Wider Site Conditions
The study area is a series of open spaces with distinct cultural 
histories that have shaped their character. Visually and spatially  
each sector is quite distinct, yet they are threaded together through 
physical continuity and an overlay of vegetation that is part of, or 
has sprung from, the Westbourne Woods. 

• Brickworks - this is the most culturally signifi cant portion of the
study area, and quite visually distinct in the surrounding urban
edges and landscape of open grasslands and forest. The
Brickworks includes several buildings and spaces of distinctive
character, such as kilns, chimneystacks, workshops, a crusher
house, and conveyor.

• Quarry - adjacent to the Brickworks the quarry was established
in 1913 to supply shale for making bricks, and was worked until
1940.

• Westbourne Woods - are found in the Royal Canberra Golf Club
to the north of the Brickworks  as well adjacent to Dunrossil Drive.
The remnant forest creates a dense backdrop to the Brickworks
buildings, and reinforces urban form within the landscape.

Westbourne Woods, together with Weston Park and the
Yarralumla Nursery, is a designed landscape, established in
1914 as a permanent nursery and trial arboretum to test the
suitability of plantings for Canberra as a garden city. Scientifi c
and research work was undertaken at the nursery and
arboretum, in determining the trees best suited to Canberra’s
harsh climatic conditions, for the planting of Canberra’s streets,
parks, gardens and lake. In 1962 93 hectares of the Westbourne
Woods was leased to the Royal Canberra Golf Club to
ensure the ongoing maintenance and management of the
arboretum plantings. The Westbourne Woods hold signifi cant
heritage value for the role they played in the development and
beautifi cation of Canberra as a city in the landscape.

ACT Heritage Council 2011 p.2 *

• The broad landscape between Denman Street and Cotter
Road is a mix of grasslands and remnant woodland, dominated
by very tall pines. The open grasslands adjacent to Dudley
Street drops away sharply to Cotter Road, creating a deep and
enclosed pocket in the landscape.

• The Uriarra Track linked the townships of Uriarra and
Queenbeyan, cutting obliquely through the study area,
predating the founding of Canberra.  Portions of the track in the
woods and grasslands south of Denman Street remain.

• The Brickworks Railway was built to convey bricks to the Old
Parliament House site. There are no traces of the tracks but part
of the embankments and earthworks are still visble.

Quarry pool with concrete bridge crossing. 

Remnant Westbourne Woods pine plantings.Vantage points from shale outcrops overlooking the Brickworks.

Remnant pine planting along Denman Street.

Views to Brindabella Mountain Range/ Namadgi National Park from Denman 

Formal Elm avenue along Dunrossil Drive.

Fenced edge to the Brickworks site.

Source (all above): Hill Thalis and Jane Irwin photography
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Site Context2.3
iii) Vegetation
The Canberra Brickworks and its environs contain a range of
vegetation types consisting of:

• Remnant Arboretum and Forestry Plantings - these plantings
were known as Westbourne Woods from 1914 and are found
within the Royal Canberra Golf Course.  Later plantings
associated with the Australian Forestry School and CSIRO Division
of Forest Research are found within the adjacent CSIRO grounds;

• Formal Avenue Planting - deciduous exotics, conifers and
Australian native species distinguish many Yarralumla streets,
including Dunrossil Drive (lined with Elms, Ulmus sp. planted
c.1927);

• Ornamental Bosque - along Denman Street there has been
planted a grid of fl owering deciduous fruit trees (c.1972) This
planting is not considered to be of signifi cance;

• Self-seeded Secondary Forest Growth - throughout the
Brickworks quarry and along the western edge of the Brickworks
occur growths of self-seeded conifers from the adjacent Forestry
Institute site and Westbourne Woods;

• Grid Planting - adjacent to the Forestry Institute is a grid planting
of Atlas Cedars, Cedrus atlantica. This species is also refl ected
in the avenue planting along Banks Street. On the southern side
of the entry to Dunrossil Drive is located a grid of mixed Oak
species associated with the Governor General’s residence and
the planting of Dunrossil Drive (c1945);

• Native Planting - along the northern edge of the study area a
row of Sheoak, Casuarina sp. has been planted in association
with the subdivision (c.1980) to the north of the Brickworks,
refl ecting the cultural plantings of this era; and

• Grassland - occupying the open areas between Cotter
Road and the Brickworks, the grassland areas of the site contain
both native grassland species and exotic weeds.
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The study area of the Canberra Brickworks and Environs has a 
complex boundary of built and open edges, both public and private.

• Buildings fronting the street reinforce the Brickworks entrance
along Denman Street. The built edge diminishes as the boundary
progresses north.

• Backyards and blank fences defi ne the built edge of residential
properties located on the east and north of the Brickworks site.

• Southern boundaries of the Brickworks are fenced, but hold the
potential to positively address the vegetated land to the south
that separates the site from the Cotter Road.

Site Context2.3
iv) Site Interface
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Site Context2.3
v) Existing Site Services
The study area  is located on topography mostly free of obstructions 
to development, with the exception of some existing utility services 
that will require relocation.

• In the Canberra Brickworks site there are existing tie-ins to
water distribution, sewer reticulation, power distribution and
telecommunications. It is expected that the adaptive reuse
development in this area will make use of these facilities or
require the relocation and/or augmentation of these essential
facilities.

• The remainder of the study area  comprises undeveloped land
and road reserves. The undeveloped land has some signifi cant
ICON (high security telecommunications) fi bre optic cabling
crossing the site. These cables are in shared trenching with
some telecommunications lines and are estimated to be only
about a metre in depth. Therefore, the ultimate development is
expected to require the relocation of much of these services to
the perimeter of the study area.

• The road reserves within the study area  (Cotter Road, Yarra
Glen, Adelaide Avenue, McCulloch Street and Dudley Street)
have street lighting and other miscellaneous service facilities
leading to the nearby residential areas. These services will
require relocation accordingly.
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Site Context2.3
vi) Site Conditions - Brickworks
The Canberra Brickworks is the last complete remaining complex of 
brick kilns and associated quarries extant in Australia. The Brickworks 
and environs are therefore unique to both Canberra and the Nation.

• The characteristic elements of the kilns and chimney stacks
include arched openings, internal vaults and linear spaces. The
legible structure of spaces provides a platform to establish new
works for access and use which in turn will promote an active
environment.

• The quarry appears to be little altered since closure of the
Brickworks in the 1970’s. It retains a series of shale rock outcrops
of varying colour and consistency; certain outcrops have been
identifi ed as geologically signifi cant (see CMP report).* The fl at
quarry fl oor and slopes integrated with quarry faces have been
vegetated with self-seeded grasses and conifers.

• The notable addition is a long narrow pool in the quarry fl oor,
and the concrete dividing wall crossing it, that were developed
as part of earlier (failed) proposals for the Brickworks and quarry.

• As a result of excavations there are notable cut faces of rock
and complex topography throughout the quarry. This presents
a dramatic contrast to the surrounding rolling landscapes of
Canberra.

* Canberra Brickworks + Environs Conservation Management Plan, Lovell
Chen 2010

Elevator/ conveyor

Quarry

Staffordshire Kiln

Original brickyard area between kilnsHardy Patent Kiln chimney stack Rock formations in quarry

Elements of signifi cance in the study area  seen concentrated to the northSource (all above): Hill Thalis and Jane Irwin photography
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Strategic Principles3.1
Signifi cant Urban Moves

NATIONAL DOMAIN

EXTENDED PUBLIC DOMAIN OPEN SPACE FEATURES

FUTURE TRANSIT INTERCHANGE

NATIONAL ASSET

The plan completes the south-western fl ank of Yarralumla, linking 
together, resolving and completing a number of existing elements.

DUNROSSIL DRIVE
• The plan continues the extension of the Dunrossil Drive axis by

the provision of Reception Green and the inclusion of open 
space across the terrain.  The Governor General’s residence is 
now given a proper formal approach.

A NEW COMMUNITY
• A compact and vibrant new community can be created on

the edge of existing Yarralumla, continuing the pattern of the 
suburb that has been evolving over the last century.

NEW PARKS
• Quarry Park and Westridge Park are two new high-quality parks

created as part of the new community that will be available to 
Yarralumla residents and wider Canberra.  

PUBLIC STREETS
• A grid of new public streets seamlessly extends and completes

the existing urban grain of Yarralumla. The streets will have a 
variety of characters and widths, and will all feature distinctive 
tree planting and water conservation initiatives. The streets 
will make a new suburb that is pedestrian and cycle friendly, 
allowing local traffi c circulation and local public transport.

HOUSING CHOICE
• The plan allows for a variety of housing types, scales and forms,

suited to the diverse demographic of inner Canberra. Mixed use 
buildings, shops, some commercial buildings and the adaptive 
reuse of the Brickworks will all ensure that this is not just another 
dormitory suburb, but a diverse and inclusive place to live and 
recreate.

TRANSIT ORIENTED DESIGN
• Principles of Transit Oriented Design underpin the layout and

provide excellent access to improved public transport, linking 
in with a possible transit interchange located along Adelaide 
Avenue.

FUTURE COTTER ROAD
• This road can be given new functionality by allowing it to

be doubled to a four lane divided road. It would be able to 
properly intersect with Yarra Glen, allowing an expanding 
range of movements. It can also extend over Yarra Glen to give 
improved access to Deakin, thereby reducing traffi c currently  
diverting  through Yarralumla.

For the fi rst time the Canberra Brickworks is made part of inner 
Canberra rather than a place apart. Authentic heritage values will 
ensure it will become an extraordinary new public landscape in 
Canberra.

FUTURE INFRASTRUCTURE
Link to West Deakin and upgrade to Cotter Road subject to further testing and future staging

Future Stage Future Stage

Future Stage
Future Stage

Future Stage
Future Stage
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The site is structured by a coherent and legible public domain of 
parks and streets. The plan integrates:

• A new park system to maintain green edges to Yarralumla and
extend existing recreation and leisure opportunities;

• Urban walkable streets that build on and extend the character
of Yarralumla and provide generous pedestrian connections to
the existing streets and facilities;

• The extension of existing pedestrian links and retention of existing
informal walking trails through the woodlands from Bentham
Street to Dunrossil Drive;

• Transit orientated design and infrastructure principles underpin
the layout and provide excellent access to improved public
transport for the future population;

• The signifi cant heritage values of the Canberra Brickworks,
its quarry and curtilage that are fully respected and made
accessible to a wider Canberra audience;

• A range of potential housing types that will provide diversity and
choices for a future population; and

• Sustainability principles are fully incorporated into the project
both in the public domain and design of urban form.

Master Plan3.2
The Preferred Option
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The site is one of the best infi ll opportunities currently available in 
Inner Canberra. The Canberra Brickworks and Environs: 

• Is located within 7.5km of the centre of Canberra;

• Extends open space networks and improves opportunites for
active and passive recreation;

• Utilises existing amenity and urban facilities;

• Contributes to conservation of local heritage by the restoration
of the Brickworks;

• Links to existing and future planned public transport systems;

• Is a genuine piece of the urban fabric; and

• Is a plan informed by and extends the key planning principles of
Inner Canberra in terms of street and open space types.

The Site in Canberra3.3
A New Piece of Canberra
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3.4
The best  urban developments mix local shopping, convenient 
access to parks and public transport with a variety of housing 
choice within comfortable walking distances.  It requires the 
combination of the following urban elements:

PUBLIC DOMAIN
• The public domain is the framework for community life, and to

a large extent determines the image of a place.  Streets, parks
and civic spaces create a network for walking, cycling, casual
socialisation and active recreation.  The public domain fosters
landscape planting in streetscapes and parks that provide
links to the natural environment – remnant, adjacent and pre-
existing; and

• In Canberra there is a particularly strong cultural landscape
inventory that has become a strong and memorable
characteristic of the city’s identity.  Urban projects in Canberra
should protect and supplement this fi ne cultural asset.

STREET PATTERN
• Streets are an enduring cultural tradition. Respecting the

principles enshrined by Griffi n Canberra’s urban character is
largely defi ned by memorable streets that support a generous
landscape. Streets should not be dominated by the car, but
provide  for a balance of transport modes including walking,
cycling and local bus services.  The street pattern provides
orientation and address; it should have a clear and legible
hierarchy and must be fl exible over time;

• Currently some streets bounding the Canberra Brickworks
and Environs study area are weighted heavily in favour of
the car.  Opportunities for improvement of the existing street
network have been considered as part of the study, particularly
improving linkages to existing adjacent urban areas; and

• The design of new streets should relate to the local topography
and incorporate the latest principles of water sensitive urban
design.

STREET PATTERN

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Embedded in the Plan
Principles in Practise

New street (reservation)

Existing street (centreline)

Open Space - Accessible

Open Space - Restricted

Open Space - Contributory

New street (carriageway)

Existing street (centreline)



Prepared by Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects with Jane Irwin Landscape Architecture 
for the Land Development Agency - September 2013

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy

 Page 28

URBAN BLOCKS
• Sections are defi ned by streets and subdivided into blocks. They

constitute the developable area of the city and should relate 
to orientation and topography.  The dimensions of sections 
are critical in determining the permeability of an area and in 
allowing a variety of functions and building types.  The layout of 
the section is critical for determining the location and impacts 
of private car parking, allowing an address and an enduring 
landscape of mature trees.

SUBDIVISION
• Subdivision is the essential technical and legal division of the

land into buildable blocks. It is closely tied to building types, 
specifi c frontage and depth dimensions. Subdivision in part 
determines site densities.  In the Canberra Brickworks and 
Evirons study area, a varied and responsive approach to the 
existing block structure in different parts of the site will create a 
successful division of land.

• The new subdivision pattern proposed for the study area
addresses the anticipated uses, and importantly, allows  for
fl exibility of building type and use in the long term.

SUBDIVISION

Embedded in the Plan
Principles in Practise

Block where subdivision may not occur

Blocks where subdivision should occur (dependent on future building types)

3.4

URBAN BLOCKS

Existing street (centreline)

Urban blocks

Existing street (centreline)
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WALKABLE COMMUNITIES

WALKABLE COMMUNITIES
• The proposal achieves walkable blocks that support multiple

transport modes.

• Walkable urban places allow ease of legible access to local
shops, employment opportunities, public transport, and larger
open space networks of the city.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
• As is other cities public transport in Canberra can structure a

legible and sustainable metropolitan framework, while being 
the catalyst around which local communities develop. Unlike 
the car public transport encourges a local pedestrian culture 
that supports local retail and community uses and street life. 
Recent health research has focussed on the benefi ts of better 
planning, walking and cycling as part of daily commuting in 
contrast to the disbenefi ts of driving.*

• Transport For Canberra envisages that in 2031 the Canberra
Brickworks and Environs will be serviced by a Rapid-Line bus
service, a Peak-Express bus service and Coverage Line bus
service. The site will be well connected to a regional and local
transport network.**

• The proposed street network connects and extends existing
cycle routes through streets, parks, and residual lands
associated with major roadways.

• The Canberra Brickworks and Evirons study area already
contains a range of uses in the near vicinity such as residential,
commercial, public, institutional and diplomatic.  Accordingly,
the proposed public domain and walkable street network
enables the precinct to accommodate a variety of building
types, including mixed use buildings, and to build upon this
diversity of use to maximise patronage of public transport
services.

* “Blueprint for an Active Australia”
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/driving-change/current-
campaigns/Pages/active-by-design.aspx

** “Transport for Canberra”
http://www.transport.act.gov.au/policy_and_projects/transport_
for_canberra_policy

Embedded in the Plan
Principles in Practise

New street (carriageway)

Existing street (centreline)

Connections within and beyond 
the proposed street network

3.4

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Existing street (centreline)

Rapid-Line bus service (indicative route)

Peak-Express bus service (indicative route)

Frequent-Local bus service (indicative route)

Coverage bus service (indicative route)

Proposed bus interchange
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OPEN SPACE NETWORKS
• Canberra offers wide ranging networks of open space to

Lake Burley Griffi n, the Inner Hills, and throughout established 
suburban areas. 

• The Canberra Brickworks and Environs offers an opportunity to
improve linkages in the regional open space networks with the
addition of a suite of urban parks, contributory landscape, and
improved pedestrian and cycle facilities.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
• Public works should express community aspirations. The judicious

placement and design of parks and squares, community 
buildings, community services and artworks make the 
environment more memorable and purposeful, adding a sense 
of generosity and civility to the suburban landscape.

• The Canberra Brickworks and Environs study area provides many
opportunities for community facilities to be integrated with the
surrouding open space and public domain.  The Brickworks
area  with its signifi cant heritage structures gives the site a
distinctive character.  Improving the existing urban interface to
the Brickworks site helps to defi ne its cultural signifi cance more
clearly.

OPEN SPACE NETWORKS

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Embedded in the Plan
Principles in Practice

Existing street (centreline)

Open Space - Accessible

Open Space - Restricted

Open Space - Contributory

Existing street (centreline)

Open Space - Accessible

Retail / Mixed use

Community / Health facility

Education facility

3.4
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Design Exemplars3.5
i) Post Industrial Parks
In the last 30 years the shift of heavy industry away from urban 
centres has seen former industrial sites reinterpreted as public open 
space through adaptive reuse. These opportunities have been 
realised in many recent projects throughout Australia and abroad. 

• Post industrial sites provide an opportunity to reinterpret the
history of the site through the adaptive reuse of buildings,
structures, integration of signifi cant features and landforms, and
through reuse of materials.

• In Australia examples where former industrial sites have
been redeveloped to incorporate a mixture of residential,
commerical, retail and open space include The Kilns and
Holroyd Gardens in New South Wales, as well as Substation
Newport and the Pumping Station Scienceworks in Victoria.

• These sites also pose many challenges in the remediation of
contaminated land, the activation of large spaces, passive
surveillance, and buildings through appropriate interventions,
and the interpretation of the site history.

• As new parks these sites provide for a range of experiences
by retaining and protecting pieces of the industrial past and
incorporating industrial scale and processes into the spatial
design.

Duisburg-Nord Landscape Park , Emscher, Germany
M Latz, courtesy Latz + Partners, in Spens.M,  Modern Landscape, 2003 Phaidon Press, New York

Parc de la Crueta del Col, Barcelona, Spain.
Jane Irwin slide collection

Paddington Reservoir, Sydney, Australia
Hill Thalis Collection
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Design Exemplars
ii) Canberra’s Park Tradition
Canberra is a landscape city with green open spaces, tree lined 
streets, avenues and parklands that structure the city. Parks may 
take the form of visual links in the form of: linear avenue style parks, 
visual breaks between suburbs, settings for signifi cant buildings, 
and  recreational focal points for communities. 

The character of many Canberra parks refl ects the infl uences on 
the Griffi ns’ original design for Canberra including:

• The Garden City methodology that is evident in the layout of
residential areas and in the protection of natural features, the
universal access to nature reserves, and in the public ownership
of land;

• The City Beautiful movement that had a strong formal tradition
tied to the urban framework of radiating boulevards; and

• The Parks movement that integrated natural settings into the
dense urban areas, and fostered the idea of a network of
green spaces.

Source:  aerial - Google-Earth, www.earth.google.com; oblique aerials - provided by the LDA; site photography Jane Irwin.

3.5
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Design Exemplars
iii) Transport Interchange
A resurgence of investment in public transport in many world 
cities over recent decades has seen some valuable and cutting 
edge additions to metropolitan transport networks. As an enduring 
structural piece of the city, transport infrastructure should provide 
hospitable places in which people can safely way-fi nd, catch and 
interchange with ease.

• Brisbane as a key Australian example has made signifi cant
investment in busways as a means to move their growing
population around the metropolitan area, with much success.

• Smaller cities, such as cold climate cities of Northern Europe
have produced hospitable public transport infrastructure that
becomes a key asset of the city - identifi able, of a high quality
fi nish and celebrates public transport.

• High quality materials, legible signage and layout and
connection to the urban fabric are key components of
successful transport interchanges.

BUSWAY - Brisbane
Source: Cyron Ray Macey via Wikipedia.org

CELEBRATING PUBLIC TRANSPORT - Darmstadt, Germany
Source: Edition DETAIL, Institut fur internationale Architektur-Dokumentation, Munich

INTEGRATED TRANSPORT - Parramatta Interchange
Source: Peter McGregor, McGregor Westlake Architecture

3.5
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Public Domain4.1
Public Domain Plan
The street plan builds on the existing street patterns of Yarralumla to 
create a rational, well connected and walkable framework for the 
urban layout.

• The plan geometry is based on the dominant urban layout of
Yarralumla south west, predominantly Maxwell Street, Woolls
Street and Abbott Street; and Denman Street and Dunrossil
Drive that currently defi ne the edge of Yarralumla. These streets
create a clear geometry of connected blocks built around a
grid pattern.

• Brickworks Road is the major distributor street, linking Cotter
Road to the Brickworks and providing the main access to
Dunrossil Drive.

• Dudley Street is replaced with east-west streets in the southern
section.

• Kintore Crescent extends to create a major connection to
Adelaide Avenue and Yarralumla in the eastern part of the
study area.

• A series of east-west streets, running generally along the
contour, form the framework of urban blocks. Central Street
acts as the main distributor linking the major access streets.

• A grid of north-south streets running across the contour
complete the urban blocks , with one providing minor access to
Denman Street.

• A new park edge street provides address to new residential on
the east side of the quarry.
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Street Hierarchy4.2
Address and Character
Street hierarchy largely determines the character, permeability 
and legibility of an area. These principles have been employed in 
the development of the street network within the study area. The 
proposed streets are generously proportioned with wide verges 
supporting mature street trees. 

• MAJOR CONNECTOR

Brickworks Road - a street with the Brickworks as destination and
focal point.
Dudley Street extension - to connect Yarralumla with the new
community.

• DISTRIBUTOR

Central Street - main east-west spine for the new development
with a broad scale and garden character.
Maxwell Street South - the main north/south spine for the
new community. This intersects Central Street and will be a
landscaped street with a central swale.

• LOCAL RESIDENTIAL

Verge widths allow for large scale street tree planting and
services.
Laneways - provide access to rear garages and basement
parking.

• PARK EDGE STREET

Dunrossil Drive Extension - landscape extension of Dunrossil Drive,
side streets provide address to residential  blocks overlooking the
park.
North Terrace - A new local street parallel to Westridge Park.
Quarry Ridge - A new edge street provides a public address to
the eastern side of the Quarry Park.
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Street Types4.3
i) Brickworks Road

30 m Reserve
As the gateway to the new suburb, this street provides a direct link 
from Cotter Road to the Brickworks. An avenue of Atlas Cedars forms 
a dense vertical counterpoint to the new urban form.

• Major connector road with moderate vehicle traffi c, connecting
Cotter Road to Dunrossil Drive and the Brickworks.

• The carriageway is composed of a two-way street with parallel
parking and cycle lanes both sides.

• Planting: Cedrus atlantica - Atlantic Cedar.



Prepared by Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects with Jane Irwin Landscape Architecture 
for the Land Development Agency - September 2013

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy

 Page 37

Street Types
ii) Central Street

30 m Reserve
As the central east-west spine through the new suburb this street 
provides a generous carriageway linking cycling and walking routes 
to local shops and surrounding open spaces. Chinese Elms form a 
spreading, fi ltered canopy in summer and allow for solar access in 
winter. 

• A local street with moderate through vehicle traffi c, it acts as the
main connector street between the Brickworks Road and Dudley
Street.

• The carriageway is composed of two-way access with parallel
parking and cycle lanes both sides.

• Planting: Ulmus parvifolia - Chinese Elm.

4.3



Prepared by Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects with Jane Irwin Landscape Architecture 
for the Land Development Agency - September 2013

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy

 Page 38

Street Types
iii) Maxwell Street South

30 m Reserve
This street forms a visual extension of the existing street in Yarralumla, 
linked across Denman Park. It demonstrates the sustainable 
principles of the new development by implementing Water Sensitive 
Urban Design (WSUD) through a central street swale. 

• Local street with minor vehicle traffi c, the carriageway is
composed of two-way access divided by a central vegetated
swale and parallel parking on both sides.

• Planting: Eucalyptus mannifera - Brittle Gum.

4.3
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Street Types
iv) Abbott Street South

21 m Reserve
As a visual extension of the existing Abbott Street in Yarralumla, this 
street implements the principles of sustainability through a series of 
rain gardens. A double canopy of street trees combined with the 
narrow carriageway create an enclosed scale and shaded walking 
street. 

• A local street with low vehicle traffi c, connecting through to
Yarralumla.

• The carriageway is two-way with parallel parking on both sides.

• Rain gardens, to catch and fi lter stormwater runoff from the
carriageway, may be created in the planting recesses within the
parking lane.

• Planting: Fraxinus oxycarpa - Desert Ash.

4.3
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Street Types
v) Woolls Street South

18m Reserve
Extending the Yarralumla street grid visually across Denman Park this 
street has a double canopy of trees over a narrow carriageway.  The 
canopy provides a tall screen for mixed density dwellings along its 
length. 

• A local street with low vehicle traffi c. The carriageway is two-
way with parallel parking.

• Planting: Fraxinus raywoodii - Claret Ash (in parking bays) with
Quercus coccinea - Scarlet Oak in verge.

4.3
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Intersection Treatment4.4
Local Traffi c Management
A range of intersection treatments will be applied to the proposed 
street network to ensure connectivity between new streets, while 
limiting access to existing Yarralumla streets as a means to reduce 
traffi c confl icts. 

a) T-Intersection.
Stop sign on Maxwell Street.
Priority along North Terrace.

b) T-Intersection.
Stop sign on Central Street.
Priority given to Brickworks Road.

c) 4-way intersection.
Stop signs on new streets.
Priority given to traffi c along Central Street.

.
d) 4-way intersections with park edge streets.

Stop signs on Maxwell Street.
Priority given to east-west bound one way streets.

e) T-intersection traffi c control from new development to
Yarralumla.
Stop sign on Denman Street adjacent to possible one
way access street.
Possible one way west bound access to Brickworks
Priority given to the new street.

f) No through traffi c permitted at Quarry Ridge (see Master
Plan). Detail to future design requirements.

g) No through traffi c permitted at Woolls Street South and
Denman Avenue (see Master Plan). Detail to future design
requirements.

a)

b)

c)

d) 

e)
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Open Space Plan4.5
A Green Network
In Canberra there is a particularly strong cultural landscape 
inventory which contributes to the City’s identity.  Open space is 
particularly valued by the Canberra community.  

• Landscape character and environmental systems are
increasingly ‘hot’ issues in urban design. Multi functional
landscapes are being designed to contribute to environmental
sustainability and amenity, to retain and distribute water, to
contribute to air quality, and to ameliorate climate.

• Open space is highly valued by the Canberra community.
It is part of its physical character and historical form, and
contributes strongly to the city’s urban, landscape and cultural
identity. As such it is important to maintain and develop high
quality open spaces within the Canberra Brickworks and
Environs.

• There is an opportunity to reconsider the character of the
pond within the Brickworks quarry and propose new streets
that collect and treat water in an openly legible manner.
Interventions such as these will contribute to the creation of a
site and neighbourhood-specifi c character.

• The project plan identifi es two new high-quality parks that
provide for a range of functions and experiences, while creating
an interlinked open space system to tie into surrounding green
networks.

Future Stage

Housing footprints shown are concept only 
and subject to further design and subdivision
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Open Space Type4.6
Westridge Park
A linear park visually separates the existing suburb of Yarralumla 
from the proposed development area along Denman Street, while 
allowing pedestrian and cycle links. Similar to Haig Park and 
Telopea Park, the open space along Denman Street provides a 
densely vegetated buffer between new development and existing 
Yarralumla residences. 

• By locating the linear park on the ridge, natural topography
enhances the dense landscape separation between the existing
suburb and new buildings set lower in the terrain.

• Species selection and planting patterns from the adjacent
Westbourne Woods are used to create a forested park with a
diverse mix of tree species that reference past cultural uses.

• A network of paths link into surrounding streets and the cycle
network, to provide informal trails through forest plantings.

• Bosques of fruit trees provide seasonal colour and a more
intimate scale within the park.

• Open grassed ovals are sites for informal sports.

The park may contain:

• Playgrounds;

• Walking and cycle paths, child cycle paths;

• Informal play areas;

• Intimate picnic spaces;

• A rich collection of trees; and

• Remnant trees of the Westbourne Woods.

Westridge Park as a vegetated buffer between Yarralumla and new development

New park edge street with street tree planting

Housing footprints shown are concept only 
and subject to further design and subdivision
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5.1
Brickworks Complex and Quarry
The Canberra Brickworks is the most signifi cant remaining complex 
of brick kilns and associated quarries still in existence within 
Australia. 

The new major Canberra park is located in close proximity to 
Yarralumla, the Brickworks and from the new estate. This has 
signifi cant urban advantages in terms of equity, social inclusion, 
fl exible use and heritage interpretation.

Rather than the back fences that form much of the current 
perimeter, the Quarry Park will be fully integrated into a new urban 
setting. Edge streets, terraces and promenades will give access to 
the entire perimeter. The revitalised Brickworks, park facilities and 
new housing will provide passive surveillance on all sides, replacing 
the current furtive spaces. The frontages to the Quarry Park can 
become some of Canberra’s most valued residential addresses.

The plan retains and sympathetically adapts the entire Brickworks 
complex to create a major new destination in Canberra. The major 
elements of the plan are:

• Improved access and address to the major road network via
a direct new connection to the upgraded Cotter Road. No
longer will the sole access be down a cul-de-sac at the edge of
Yarralumla;

• A new street that leads to a generous series of major urban
spaces that provide an appropriate address to the Brickworks;

• An improved setting that allows the series of retained kilns to be
seen and understood. The different dimensions of the kilns and
their different levels of signifi cance allows a range of adaptive
reuse options. Due to their layout, the kilns can be used
individually or in series;

• The layout of the brick kilns creating a series of positive courtyard
spaces in between. These have a potential to become sunny
and activated outdoor spaces, with complementary uses to the
internal areas within the kilns. The spaces can connect to new
buildings and spaces to the east, and to the open spine along
the west; and

• Unique and diverse experiences, in terms of groundplane,
outdoor rooms and planting. The exposed geological strata and
captured water bodies will be distinctive elements of the park.
The spaces will offer opportunities for discovery and delight.
The central green, and more urban edge to the brick kilns,
the amphitheatre and the terraces all have the potential to
accommodate a range of events and outdoor activities.

The park can incorporate progressive sustainability initiatives, 
including water capture, cleansing, retention and reuse. This includes 
the capture of stormwater run off from adjoining streets, hard paved 
areas and roofs, allowing the park to be substantially self-suffi cient in 
terms of water use. Plants can be selected for their ecological and 
water conservation properties.

 Canberra Brickworks

Housing footprints shown are concept only 
and subject to further design and subdivision
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5.2
Quarry Park
Located within the quarry of the Canberra Brickworks the Quarry 
Park builds on the unique geology and landforms associated with 
the extraction of raw materials that contributed to building the 
Nation’s Capital. The main park elements include:

• Retention, where possible, of the dramatic quarry walls that
expose some signifi cant geological features;

• A clear network of paths and bridges that span and defi ne the
experience and movement within the park;

• Capture of stormwater to be retained, fi ltered and reused within
the park through the central lake;

• A series of belvederes (structures) located on high points in and
around the park to provide a range of vantage points towards
the Brickworks and across the park;

• Intimate spaces created along the lake edge with loose forest
planting and wetland edges enclosing pathways;

• Open fi elds of native grasses allowing for informal sporting uses
as well as more specifi c events associated with the Brickworks;

• A pedestrian walkway with access to Bentham Street making an
active urban edge to the north of the study area. This is also a
fantastic vantage point to see right across the Quarry Park to the
Brickworks;

• Street frontage given to the western end of Denman Street; and
the current interface of residual land to the rear of Woolls Street;

• The Brickworks as the interface between the old and new
Yarralumla, providing an active edge to the south;

• A crust of housing along the western boundary of the study area
forming a buffer between the built character of the Brickworks
and the forest, and fi nally through to the golf course fairways;
and

• A planted and stabilised northern edge to the Brickworks
unsuited to other works.

The Quarry Park

New water treatment retention lake within Quarry Park.

View from belvedere within park back towards the Brickworks. Views towards the exposed quarry face within the park.
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5.3
Park Edge Conditions

Site Sections

Section AA through  south eastern edge of Quarry Park
The existing ground line can be seen dotted.

Section BB through south eastern edge of Quarry Park
The existing ground line can be seen dotted.

Section CC through south eastern edge of Quarry Park
The existing ground line can be seen dotted.

AA

CC

BB

KEY PLAN
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5.3
Park Elevations

Site Sections

Elevation DD of Quarry Ridge on the south-eastern built edge of Quarry Park. 
The belvedere at the top of Bentham Street can be seen at the left.

DD

KEY PLAN
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Private Domain6.1
Indicative Land Use
The proposal establishes a new street network as an extension 
of Yarralumla’s current confi guration of well connected streets.
The geometry of the subdivision enables rational and effi cient 
development which implicitly values urban land.

• The repair and development of land around the Brickworks and
Quarry Park would provide an active frontage, street address,
passive surveillance for open spaces, and high amenity to
residents.

• Subdivision to the south-eastern edge of the Quarry Park has the
potential to improve drainage to neighbouring properties and
reduce the impact on existing residences to the east.

• The land use proposed for these sites anticipates medium density
housing, particularly opposite parks and the new Brickworks hub.

• The subdivision of lots reinforces the street hierarchy and
anticipates a variety of housing forms and street character.
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Private Domain6.2
Built Form Matrix
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building types

D
shops/ commercial

C
apartments

B
paired/ terrace 
housing

A
detached housing

communityESDpublic domain private landscape

generous streets 

tall street tree planting 

build upon Canberra tradition of 
surburban landscape

park buffer zones to adjacent suburb 
(Yarralumla)

6m setback from boundary

rainwater harvesting 

greywater recycling 

on-site water detention basin 
incorporated into landscaping 

recycling and reuse of on-site material

70% of block permeable landscaped 
surfaces

clear connection to street and walkable 
distance to shops and transport centres

links to community centres and open 
space networks through range of walk/ 
cycle routes

mixed densities and housing types 
encouraging  a diverse community

generous rear setbacks allow for 
creation of shared contributary 
landscape of backyards

no front fences

50% of block deep soil planting with 
significant tree planting

generous streets 

tall street tree planting 

build upon Canberra tradition of 
surburban landscape

park buffer zones to adjacent suburb 
(Yarralumla)

3-1.5m setback from boundary

rainwater harvesting 

greywater recycling 

on-site water detention basin 
incorporated into landscaping 

recycling and reuse of on-site material

50% of block permeable landscaped 
surfaces

clear connection to street and walkable 
distance to shops and transport centres

links to community centres and open 
space networks through range of walk/ 
cycle routes

mixed densities and housing types 
encouraging  a diverse community

generous rear setbacks allow for 
creation of shared contributary 
landscape of backyards

Hedges used instead of front fences
no side fences where block is located 
on corner, dual frontage

40% deep soil with significant tree 
planting

generous streets 

tall street tree planting 

located along park edge to maximise 
proximity to green space

1.5-0m setback from boundary 
allowing for some screening or 
transition at street/building interface

greywater recycling and possible 
blackwater treatment

communal composting 

on-site basemwent rainwater storage 
and reuse

recycling and reuse of on-site material

40% of block permeable landscaped 
surfaces

strata - communal spaces and shared 
resources

clear connection to street and walkable 
distance to shops and transport centres

links to community centres and open 
space networks through range of walk/ 
cycle routes

mixed densities and housing types 
encouraging  a diverse community

communal courtyards and common 
areas

30% of site deep soil planting with 
significant tree planting

green roofs and permeable surfaces 
where deep soils unavailable

generous streets 

tall street tree planting 

build upon Canberra tradition of 
surburban landscape

park buffer zones to adjacent suburb 
(Yarralumla)

6m setback from the public street

greywater recycling 

on-site basemwent rainwater storage 
and reuse

recycling and reuse of on-site material

green roofs where possible to increase 
permeable surfaces

local connections and direct links to 
transport nodes

flexible spaces

builds a local unique character for the 
surburb 

courtyards - ventilation and lightwells

through block links to connect with 
the public domain

green roofs on structure 

permeable surface and landscaped 
areas desirable but not required

Private Domain6.3
Private Landscape Matrix

basement

ecologically sustainable development

suburbansuburban

1.5-3m1.5-3m

contributorycontributory


