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2 Canberra Is Growing and Changing

The Future Scenario for the Canberra we 
need in 2030

“By 2030 new development will create a more 
compact city. Infi ll sites for increased density 
will have been identifi ed for new housing 
that supports more effi cient public transport 
as well as vibrant neighbourhood centres, 
offering work close to home, community 
services and amenities.  There will be more 
choice in housing. These infi ll precincts will 
establish greater social mix and richness of 
neighbourhoods. As well as homes that are 
appropriately sited and designed there will 
be ‘green’ work places. ‘Universal’ design 
will ensure buildings have a long life and 
are appropriate for young and old and for 
Canberrans with disabilities.”

Time to Talk, Canberra 2030

The community have told us: 

“I think Canberra has a very distinct atmosphere ambience and it is import ant to preserve 
that, so we need the open spaces and the cycleways and walking tracks.” Respondent, 
community survey, May 2010

“I think we want to go up rather than out, as there won’t be any land left if we keep 
expanding...Build up rather than quarter acre blocks.” Respondent, community survey, 
May 2010

“I would like to see lower density housing and preservation of green spaces.” Respondent, 
community survey, May 2010

“I am defi nitely not anti-development, but I do believe that development needs to be 
sensitive to the specifi c area and needs to be integrated in to our community.” Respondent, 
community survey, May 2010

Our challenge now is to make some tough decisions about how best to house and support 
our future population.
 
Understanding what we value about our city 
Canberrans value clean air, open spaces, cultural facilities and outdoor pursuits.

The life of a city is long and fl uid - As Canberra grows and changes, it is important that we 
build upon the things that make this city a great place to live, while also recognising that 
change can be positive.

Responding to a growing and changing city
It is projected that the ACT will be home to more than 500,000 residents by 2050 – almost 50 
percent more people than our current population of 350,000.

Our population is also ageing. By 2056, 20% of our residents will be aged 65 years or older 
- compared to 10.2% in 2009.  This means different housing types will be needed, close to 
services.

Acknowledging the value of urban land
The Canberra Spatial Plan, which sets the framework for the future of our city, encourages 
a more compact city. It stipulates that 50% of all new development should occur within 7.5 
kilometres of the city centre.

Canberra will require approximately 100,000 new dwellings by 2056. 50,000 of these new 
dwellings will be needed over the next 45 or so years.

Recognising the benefi ts of urban renewal
The Brickworks and Environs study area provides a great opportunity to house people close 
to transport, shops, schools and other essential services.
•  It within 6 kilometres of the city centre.
•  On a major public transport route.
•  Next to employment opportunities at West Deakin.
•  And within walking and cycling distance of shops, work, leisure and entertainment activities.


